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is his. The same reasoning would
apply to a man who does not want to
have a child and a woman who does
not believe in abortion.

Male heterosexual responsibility
should begin with the realization that
once we fertilize the egg— unless we
have agreed beforehand with our
partner on the consequences — what
happens thereafter is beyond our con-
trol. We need to start with what we
can control: the extent and nature of
our heterosexual relationships.

For heterosexual men, the idea that
we can and must control only our own
participation in our sexual relation-
ships has many implications. It implies
a new way of thinking about ourselves
that is in direct opposition to the
general stereotype of men as people
whose sexual responsibility hangs

from our penises by a thread which
breaks when we get hard.

It means we can tell a woman, “No, I
don’t want to fuck,” out of fidelity to
our own beliefs about abortion or our
desire not to have children —not simp-
ly to avoid the fertilization of an egg.

It means that our choice of sexual
partners and the character of our
sexual relationships will be deter-
mined by our sexual biology (not a
comfortable situation for anyone).
One possible result is that men will dis-
cover a renewed interest in develop-
ing— for ourselves as well as our
partners — truly safe and effective con-
traceptives, thereby rendering ob-
solete the question of abortion.

It means we can assert and explore
the fullness of our own erotic selves
by insisting that oral, anal and manual
sex — or even non-genital intimacy
such as massage —are not mere sub-
stitutes for or preludes to sexual inter-
course. Rather, they are perfectly valid
erotic acts in and of themselves.

Finally, it means that men will learn
how true erotic fulfillment comes from
within ourselves, as a result of under-
standing who we are, and not from

controlling who does what to whom
and how often.

Richard Newman is a poet working
as an adjunct writing teacher at the
New York Institute of Technology, Old
Westbury, Long Island, NY.
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