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Fertility and Virility:
A Meditation on Sperm

By Richard Newman ©1988

Any sevious consideradon by men of
the dghs ol women w0 reprodustive
chiice:, a right which eliminaes the .
diional power with which pairisrchy
fraests Biofogicd faharhood {see B
Mewsnan, “His Sexnalding, Her Kopro-
shuctive Righrs, OM #19], should leave
us with & guestion: what are—or even
gre thece—male reproduciive sighn?
White the oxistence of male reprodac.
wve eights may seem solfevideny, most
scussion § have hesed or read on this
pic beging preciscly wheors i should
endd: after the epg has been ferrifized.
Ceoctainly weo are justified in owr oo
carn agver how wormnen's reproductive
viphts will affeer our seladonship 1o b
ological fatherhood, However, toox-
press that coneen i 1eeos whh ne.
A WOMER'S reproductive righis—
ramely, that the presence of tuc
spei in theis bodics gives oy rights
aver those bodicswwis 1o deceprively ve-
labet pacrinrchal power as “Male Repres
duetive Rights”

Biologicatly speaking. men provide
ihe sperm which fertilizes the cgg.
Nothing more, nothing less. There-
fore, it seems w me that our reproduc-
e pighis lic In the connel we can re-
sponsibly exercise over our sperm, in
our tight 1o 58y 10 the women with
whiom we have sex: “This is oy Sperm.
T o ot believe that you will do
with it what | want ¢ be done with it
1will por agree (o pat i in your body”
Howover, o acoive at the place where
this stwrement s more than a plati-
tade, mare than fust g delensive e
SROASE 0 WOMeR's repoodiuctive
shioke, we must rethink male sexoality
i order 1o pedefioe what i means ©
e 3 man.

Tradizioaatly, women hove had 100
wi:ch of men giving them our sperm.
The comvventional patriarchal vicw of
childbinth as evidonce of male virdlity
{as ppposed o fomility, 2 distincrion
which will become impormant lawery,
wonpied with the image of modier
hooxd as that which would absoluwely
fulfili every woman's life, meant ithat
sperm-item the male perspective—
was & “gift" which every woman
should be glad to receive again mcd
again. The gift, however, was alsc a
dangec. If a man wanted to bave sex
with 2 woman, he had samehow 1o
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ronvince her that, should she get preg-
riznt, he would nor abandon her, His
pawdarchal privilege o ber sexual avail-
ability carcied with it, for him, the spec-
ter of just about the only “power™
which she could hawe over him; shiat,
shpaid she ger prepmant, she and the
child she carried were his eesponsibit-
ity. The social sneaning of sperm,

then, has hardly been a benign one.
f3outds genders have had, within the con-
sext of patciarchy’s soogd “cebde,”

g00d reason o foar the Con3eguenoes
of “nnprotected” se. Artificial birth
conerol hus cenainly made 8 casier for
mean and women 10 have sex withowt
wotrying 30 much abour pregnuncy.
But not even the pill with ¥s nearly
180% effecdveness has doae amch o

Abortion
threatens rvirility, not
SJertility.

alter our basic perception of SPETH A%,
at worsr, dangecaus, and at best, an in-
convenient residue oF male soxoad des
sire,

The Sexuality of Virility

Bus what are the consequences for
roen of thiz perception of spermy Be-
cause such a perception relmes our
sperm oaly wo the ova they fertilize
and not o coselves, o mesns tat we
live onag oaar sewual lives, which means
cur entirg lives, without any gware.
aess of ourselves as biclogioally ferile,
a5 beings inherontly abile (o epro-
duce. Womeh, of cotse, ¢airy and
mive birth to children, bot childoesn
wonsid not be possible withoor our
spesm. St thet does pot prevent
wosnen roan feooling thewr reproduc.
sue capabifity us a souree of power. Bt
is a power which derbves fromn within
shemmselves, wihnch is defined by theic
bodics and so rovpaires no ixher o
dominue.

Feetitity Hes as much io the polendal
ax irs the et of seproduction. Vil
fies onldy in having reproduced. Men,
tre privileging virility, by investing cur
serise of sexual validity in the effect
oy bexkies can have on the bodies of
WOren, have ceeated 4 situation in

which oue fealings of sexuul seliwarth
ddepend upon the presence of women.
Onty when they give birth, or in the
precautions they, and we, muast take o
nenrealize our SPErm CHEN W See Our.
sedves as fully sexual, fully buman be-
ings. Once women cefuse o be pres-
erst for US4 the women's movenient
tas encoursged them w do-—onee
they step outsicde the boundary of the
athooty we have daimed as ours, our
puwer dissolves, our workl seems
senpty, and we el belpless 1o do any-
thing about i,

Ard boundardies aro precisely what |
am taiking about hove, The fertitivinp
samare of sporm is dangoeousewss op-
pssedd 10 simply 2 fg—only as long as
656 One seis a el beyorsd wideh the
speT’s poieney is meaningless. The
eilitary aspoct of our phatlic symbol-
s groses divecily oud of fhe pariar-
chal concapt thar male sexusl power
sarmcends st bosmdaries, and that the
plaves into which our power reaches
Become exiensions of curselves, Tradi-
goraily, women have fanctioned as
sexual extensicns of men, as objects
for our use, Bowdver, with women's
wictory i claiming theie fdght oo cepoa-
ductive choice, fo draw a physical
fisme beyored which men bave rio
power, we have been faced with the
loss now simply of the objecr that made
pessible o viritity, but of the sexual-
ity which depended on both.

Reclaiming Our Ferxtility

Hince you «in only lose something
that is not yours to begin with, and
since the face remains that human be-
fngs ace sexuial by definition, meo can-
ot lose that sexualiny which inberes
in our bodies, which is our birtheight
#nd which depends on no other for s
existence, Jtis asexaslity sooted in
the facts of cur biclogy, in the rhyithms
of the penis, dre ferdlity of cur sperm,
the fact that each hord-on, tach or-
gasm, expresses the power of the male
body to reproduce Bself, B is 2 sexuat-
iy limited by the reality thar ofic bod.
fes ead, both in space and in thne
Therefore, it is a sexunlity over which
wi: have eertaln rights, one of those
being the sight 1o demmand tha soayone
with whom we choose o share # must
respect how we want the conse-
fquences of that shariag to be deak
with.



And s0 wo return 1o Lthe statemncnt
with which [ began: “This ts my speom:.
T do not believe that you will do
wath it what | st to be done witds it
I will noy ageee to pat it inoyour bedy "
As 3 reprocuctive ight, this staremeas
OGS IO SeUm Wy wnount 1 axsch.
After all, what keeps a woman from
agrewing and then going bark on her
word? That people are buman, that
ther reaticy of boing pregnane might so-
watly, vad for very legltbmmie reasons,
change s woman's mrindg about what
sher intersds 1o do with hee pregnancy,
i sonething no one can change. Al
thit maen oan do s lopress gpon
worats herw soriously wiez take ouar bio-
fogeat forititty, and how potentially de-
humanizng of us is any dedsion on
thelr part thas docs B0t resped our
wishes (Hyow think sbout i, this s
e poshion women bave abways been
n: What keeps a om from failing o
@k his responsibility should she gee
propiant?y B doos seom o me that a
pregnant wonr winy knew her
parines's Rolings about baving ohil-
cleess before they hoed sex, who
chaoses agrinst his wishes 1o have the
chifd thew both coneeived, forfeits any
cight 10 hodd the man ascountable for
thiae ¢hilely the decision to have the
by will bave been hers alonc. Itis
hee shsaluge right 1o make thay deci-
gion; but, in the sitvation 1 have oue-
lined above, the right to sue him foc
support does no foliow, sinee he
would noc have had sex with her if he
had known she wountd choose to have
the batry, (1 also think that the marn
showld eolamrarify wsume sorne re-
sponsibility for the ehild, aor for sepsd-
monad reasons, but simply bocaiuse no
chiled should go In any wuy uRpro-
vided for) in the case of 2 woog
whe chooses 3 ahort & preenancy she
originuelly sajd she would carey to
I, G008 e sop thinking of chikd-
barth ax pronf of vietiy we ruy Gad
shist che e of each individual sperm
s onger cardes the eptire welght of
vabishuling oursclves a5 men: aborion
shroatons viriiily, sot fooibry

$iving Qor Manbhood

S 8 A0 Oy the genetic prod-
wt of our bBodics; it s fso the physioad
product of Gur masculinity, Just s pa.
wizrclnd power cnabies men o deny
ihe Divdogical specificity of pregnancy
ami childbicth, and so deny women
ifeir wenaobiood, a woman who does
nicH respect A man's felings about his
sperm denies hisn his manhood. and
just us wornen have asserted the self-
eviclens vadidity of their womanbiood
try reciaiming rheir sexual biclogy and

the right io determine i mezoing,
miesr 100 oan begin 1o redefine our
mashood. We can consciousty claim
o spern and ghee it significance ot
groent with i bhinia of o lives,
thecehy changing the patriarchal sean.
irg we Bave, vatil now, given it The
point i pod 1o play i for i wish so-

Bets Provest
cirisexua! power, nor wo look for ways
of blaraing womcn e (he same kind
of puweer strarcgies of which men have
poen gusity, The poa 5 16 eaen how
o five our meanhond in such & way
that a statemnent like the one with
which 1 began, because i grows {tom
cwur deepest convictions abour aur.
schves, will bespeak our own selfre-
spect and, therefore, leave our female
lovers no choice but to ke s sepi-
ously.

Put what docs it mean o “live our
maniieod?”

It mcans 1o live fully fr our boddies,

13 ok our fives Hest so what we
van keow of wud with our bodies.

Jast ke 2 woman's body, ours slso
hus a reprodhuctive eycle, and we go
daough it whether slonc orwitha
pArTCT, every ime we orgasn. Nog
does i matker that we do nol ciaculate
insdde avagina, Por men, biotogiaily
speaking, theee is no difference he-
s erofic and reproductive sex. To
acsnpt this, to Hve i, 10 make ica part
of the rhythn of onr lives, is o ateer ir-
revecably what iz mears o be a 1pan;
iz g0 assont that men, stmply by living
conscicusly aware of the hictogical Lim-
s Cair natuce MPORSE OO US, are mas-
ciline, Masonlingy bocomes, then,
st something we must prove with
o bexlies, but the perpeioal condi-
o of car bodies,

For example, men often feel theeat-
eneed by leshians. What leshizns them-
selves would probably call a siesple
fack of sexund ingerese is folr by sonme
men as an active assaule On our sexaal-
ity, To the degres that e altow our-
selves (o defing sur sexuality in pasrizr-
chal terms, the threat i real. Female
homosexuality is 2 boaadery which pa-
triarchal power Cannor Cooss £Xceps by
foree. However, omee aien begiy 1
Hive our manhood zs an inhorene, seif.
evident quality, onoe we see naselves
a5 bully and reflexively sexuat, some-
one else's lack of sexual interestonbe
iy male o femslo—cannot threaen
us bocause the mwaning of our sex re.
sides within ovmsedves, 10t in how an-
other porson sees us.

A sexuatity so deeply grounded ina
physicsl masculiniy contains the po-
entia for g oow phallic syanbolizm,
roa-vicient and pon-hierarchical,
Rathor than a representation of sox as
gorwer, as axisting within the dichot-
oty of poteascy and b poence, the
pasitive-negative polarisy of the hacd
vs. the soit penis, we srighe instead de-
velop # symbodism of the contimuum
between dormangy and activity, of sex-
wality as an embodied process. Sucha
sexastivy, because: it would be selfcon-
mincd, would not be predatocy, would
a1 reguaing the sabtservience of an-
ciher for i fudfiliment. 1t would cec-
ognize that we are all embodied indi-
viduals; it would form its community
with others who also live emboxdied
lives, and it woundd atways insist first
on s own feegeity, on being faithifs)
0 the bovdy which shapes it and
which it, in tuen, gives forrmn.
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reaching English as a Foreign Lan-
preage in Seced, Kovea

CHANGING MEN {3



